BOARD OF HEALTH
577 Bay Rd., P.O. Box 429
Hamilton, MA 01936
Tel: 978-468-5579

Fax: 978-468-5582

IN-SCHOOL FLU VACCINATION INFORMATION
(Note: Process Has Changed From Prior Years)
September 2019

Dear Parents/Guardians of the Hamilton-Wenham High School Students:
This year, the influenza virus is expected to be circulating in Massachusetts throughout the fall and winter and into the
spring of next year. Influenza can cause serious illness and can result in missed days of school as well as missed days of
work for parents. Vaccination is the best way to protect your child from this potentially serious disease. In order to ensure
that every school-aged child in Hamilton has the opportunity to receive the flu vaccine and to make it convenient for
parents, we will be hosting school-based influenza vaccination clinics again this fall. The vaccination will be offered free
of charge and regardless of insurance status to any student with parental consent during school hours.
Enclosed you will find one consent form and one Vaccine Information Statements:
•

To accept vaccination for your child, please fill out the front and back of the consent form with your child’s
information. If you do not have insurance, your child can still get vaccinated - just leave the insurance area blank.
You must then sign and date the form to accept vaccination for your child and return it to the High School
School Nurse by Friday, October 18, 2019.

•

If you consent to vaccination, the vaccine will be given to your child in school. Vaccinations will be given on
October 22nd and your child will be sent home with a Vaccine Information Sheet on the day they are
vaccinated. If your student is absent on that day, your child will not be vaccinated at school. Please follow up
with your child’s pediatrician.

•

If you do not return the required consent form by the October 18th deadline, the vaccination will not be given to
your child.
Click here to access the consent form

Massachusetts has an electronic database called the Massachusetts Immunization Information System (MIIS) for all
immunization records, and your child’s flu vaccination will be entered into this database. There is more information about
the MIIS on the back of this letter.
If you have any questions about the MIIS, flu vaccine or the vaccination clinics, please do not hesitate to contact the
Hamilton Health Department at 978-468-5579.
We would like to remind you and your child to continue to wash hands, cover coughs and sneezes, and stay home from
school if sick. Please visit www.mass.gov/dph/flu for more information on important prevention measures that you can
take to help keep your family healthy.

Hamilton Board of Health

INFORMATION ON MIIS
The Massachusetts Immunization Information System (MIIS) is a statewide, electronic record-keeping system
(or registry) that keeps track of your immunizations (shots). This new system will help keep complete and
accurate records of the shots that you or your children get from any doctor or healthcare provider in
Massachusetts. It was developed by the Immunization Program at the Massachusetts Department of Public
Health. The MIIS will keep all of your important immunization information together in one place for you and
all of your healthcare providers so that they will know which shots you and your children are due for and when.
Immunization registries like the MIIS help healthcare providers make sure that everyone is up-to-date on their
immunizations to keep us all healthy and prevent the spread of harmful disease. The system has been created
according to state law, which requires that healthcare providers who give immunizations report them to the
MIIS. All information in the MIIS is kept confidential. You may choose to limit the providers who may see
your or your child’s immunization records in the MIIS. If you prefer that your or your child’s immunization
history not be shared with other healthcare providers who use the MIIS, you must complete the MIIS Objection
Form. If you change your mind, you can fill out the same form to have your or your child's immunization
information shared in the MIIS. The Objection form can be found here:
http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/docs/dph/cdc/immunization/miis-objection-form.pdf
For more information, visit the MIIS website or contact the Massachusetts Immunization Program directly at
617-983-6800 or 888-658-2850.

